156      ST. AUGUSTINE AND HIS AGE
intellectual dissipation. If the weather were fine, they went to a neighbouring meadow, and held their Academy under the shade of a tree. In rough weather they went to the baths for the purpose. The Roman bath, of course, contained many rooms for games and conversation besidesithe tepidaria,) caldaria^ and frigidaria^ which were used for the bath proper. Augustine and his friends frequently held discussions there which demanded a quiet retreat. In these discussions Augustine was the chief speaker, but he shows some eagerness to draw out every member of the group. Nebridius remained at Milan, teaching for Vere-cundus. Licentius, the clever but dreamy son of Romanianus, seems to have been bored by the conversations at first. He was, in fact, the last of the group to embrace Christianity.1 The young Adeodatus put in a boyish word occasionally, and Augustine finds a profound wisdom in the contributions of Monica. The instances he gives are not impressive. Thus, they were one day discussing the followers of Carneades, and Monica asked who these Academics were. When
1 Lanciani (Pagan and Christian Rome) says his body was discovered in St. Lorenzo at Rome in 1862, and there was evidence that he had both attained his ambition of senatorial rank and had died a Christian. Verecundus also died a Christian. admit these miracles until years afterwards.
